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Berichte und Notizen. 



I. Report of the Meeting of the Modern Language Association. 



The annual meeting of the Central Division of the M. L. A. was held at Chicago 
tinder the auspices of The Northwestern University. The address of welcome 
which was to be delivered by Acting President Thomas F. Holgate of Th-e North- 
western University was given in his absence by Dean Wigmore of the School 
of Law. The address was short and to the point, and contain-ed a;s its main 
thought that the teacher of modern language ought to magnify his office and 
realize the importance and value of his field of labor. 

Hereupon followed the address of the Chairman of the Central Division of the 
M. L. A., Prof. A. R. H o h 1 f e 1 d. This was a scholarly discussion on "The 
Teaching of Foreign Literature." 

As a prelude to his theme, Prof. Hohlfeld spoke at some length of the tendency 
apparent in the Association, as shown in the published volumes of the proceedings, 
towards leaving the field of pedagogical discussion quite too utterly, and publish- 
ing and discussing original papers on new fields of research. The wish was ex- 
pressed that we might not lose sight of one of the important functions of the 
Association, viz: the discussion of pedagogical problems. 

In the teaching of a foreign literature, the speaker continued, not dry data 
should be offered the student, but the living work of the authors themselves, or 
where this is impossible, at least extracts from such works. — There is a need of 
anthologies for German literature adapted to the needs of the American student. — 
In connection with the literary relations and life of a nation should be pointed 
out the artistic and general cultural tendencies. — The interrelations of the foreign 
literature and the literature the student is already conversant with should also 
be emphasized. — On the use of translations, the speaker said they should be avail- 
able and the teacher ought to be conversant with the best. — The necessity of 
accurate handy biblographies was also voiced. — The address was warmly received, 
and, it is hoped, will be productive of great good. 

On Thursday began the regular sessions with a paper by Prof. A. C. L. 
Brown of Wisconsin on "Sir Iwain and Folk-Tales of Helpful Animals." In it 
Prof. Brown compares the helpful lion in Chretien's I v a i n , and in its Mediaeval 
English translation Iwain and G a w a i n with episodes of helpful animals in 
Celtic tales. According to the speaker the thankful lion is not, as Prof. F6rster 
and others have supposed, an addition by Chr^tion, but was brought to him by 
something in his presumably Celtic original. Numerous Celtic tales were instanced 
to make this plausible, and the conclusions seem quite convincing. 

The second paper on "The Teaching of Modern Languages in the American 
High School" by Dr. A. R a m b e a u compared the American High School with the 
Realschule and Oberrealschule of Germany. The Reform Method as introduced in. 
Germany was discussed and commended, as was also the movement in France. — 
The status of the teaching of modern languages in American High Schools wa» 
discussed, and especial mention made of the reform work done in the schools of^ 
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Boston. — The value of French and German as High School studies was compared. — 
Unfortunately, the reading of the paper could not be finished in the alotted time. 
It will probably be published in the "Zeitschrift fiir Neuere Sprachen." 

Prof. Belden of Mo. read an interesting paper on "Folk- Song in Mis- 
souri." Prof. Belden's collections have been made partly by students under his 
direction, and include numerous ballads and songs given in Child's Collection. 
The ballads were not learned by singers or reciters from print, but have been trans- 
mitted orally. They are in part indigenous to Missouri. An interesting discussion 
followed in which the importance of gathering folk-songs, before it is too late, 
was emphasized. 

There was considerable discussion on the "Report of the Joint Com- 
mittee on the Subj.ect of a Phonetic English 
Alphabet," and it was finally decided to defer action on the same until the 
co-operation of the European learned societies can be had. 

The sections for English, Romance and Germanic languages met separately 
Thursday afternoon, the Germanic section being lead by Prof. Nollen of 
Indiana. This section was addressed by Prof, von Klenze on "The Teaching 
of Lyric Poetry." Emphasis was laid on the reading of the text by the teacher, 
as affording the best mode of live interpretation, and the necessity of thorough 
and conscientious preparation for this. — 

Mr. Klopsch of the Peoria High School spoke on **How may the Elementary 
German taught in Accredited Schools be made equivalent to the Elementary Work 
•done in Colleges?" The following points were made: 1) the Grades should make 
for work more than they do; 2) there should be less coddling in the Grades; 
3) High School and College work should be more effectively correlated. — 

Prof. Geo. Curme's paper on "The Use or Omission of dass in Subordinate 
Clauses" was highly interesting and elicited some discussion. The philosophy of 
paratactic and hypotactic construction was discussed and elucidated. The subject 
is dealt with at length in Prof. Curme's book on "The Syntax of the German 
Language" to be published soon. 

**Vonders Value as a Dramatist" was treated by Prof. Van Steenderen 
of Iowa. Vondel, although known chiefly as a dramatist, has exerted predominant- 
ly lyrical influence. Why? The influence of his time and surroundings were un- 
favorable to true tragedy is the answer. Vondel is found to be but a mediocre 
tragic poet, but a great lyric writer. 

A masterful paper on "Diirf en and its Cognates" was read by D r. F. A. Wood 
of Chicago. To give any idea of the content here is impossible. It certainly ought 
to appear in print. 

A paper on "Grillparzer and Shakespeare" by Prof. Terrell of Miss, was 
read by title. The thesis is that the influence of Shakespeare on Grillparzer pro- 
duced downright imitation in the earlier period. In later dramas, as in "Konig 
Ott«kars Gliick und Ende" und "Ein Bruderzwist in Hapsburg", the influence is 
strong, but it is far subtler and harder to trace. 

"The relation of Der bestrafte Brudermord to Shakespeare's Hamlet" wa?? 
treated by D r. B. M. Evans of Wisconsin. The paper has now appeared in the 
Journal of Modern Philology.*) 

Charles A. Handschin. 



*) Only outlines can be given, and I regret to say, some of the papers read 
by title could not even be mentioned. 



